
 

 

Progressive Era Photography Project 
 

I. Project Introduction 
 
Photography emerged as a form of technology, communication, and art during the Gilded Ages.  Photography  
helps bring history alive, and thousand of photographs characterize American history during the Progressive  
Era.   
 
Over the next few days, you and your group will conduct research and analysis of the photography from the     
Progressive Era and create a photo exhibit reflective of at least three major themes of the Progressive Era and 
connect a present-day issue to your photo exhibit.   
You and your group will present the photo exhibit and the class will vote for the following categories: 
 

1) Most Informative Progressive Era Photography Project; 
2) Most Creative Progressive Era Photography Project; and, 
3) Best Overall Progressive Era Photography Project. 

 
 This project will be due on FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2018.  PRESENTATIONS WILL BE CONDUCTED 
ON     
 Friday, October 5, 2018. THIS PROJECT IS A SUMMATIVE GRADE! 
 
II. Novice Historian 
 
You and your group will complete the “Picturing Modern America 1880-1920” research worksheet. The first 
photo will be complete as a class.  Then you and your group will complete research for two more photos of your 
choice.  Total of 3 photos must be completed and your group work approved by Ms. Stuart BEFORE your 
group may move on to the project.  You and your group will use this research and analysis process for your 
Progressive Era photo exhibit. 
 
III. Research & Analysis 
 
You and your group will explore online photography resources as provided on my teacher project webpage 
located on the AHS Library website.  After spending time exploring the websites, you and your group will 
select  
and analyze five photographs from the Progressive Era using the method you learned during the “Picturing 
Modern America 1880-1920” activity.  The photographs you and your group select MUST represent at least 
three of the themes of the Progressive Era listed below: 
 

1) Big Business / Labor: Child labor, unions & strikes, worker and consumer safety. 
2) Urbanization & Immigration: Nativism, muckrakers, social reforms. 
3) Women’s Issues: Suffrage, changing role of women in society, charity movement. 
4) Political / Economic Reform: Grange, Populist Party, municipal reforms, 17th Amendment, tariffs, 

gold vs silver standard. 
5) Temperance / Prohibition: 18th Amendment, crusaders, Carrie Nation. 
6) Progressive Presidents: Theodore Roosevelt, William Taft, Woodrow Wilson. 
7) Environmental Conservation: John Muir, Gifford Pinchot, National Park System.         

 
 
Keep in mind you and your group are looking for photographs with a story to tell.  Look for photographs that 
raise questions in your mind regarding what is going on in the picture, who the people are, and what the image 
represents. Further, how do your photographs relate to present-day reform movements or issues.  Be sure to 



 

 

make connections linking your Progressive Era photo exhibit, Progressive Era themes, and current issues 
(similar issues experienced in America today).  You and your group should include a proposed solution to these 
issues in your presentation. Be sure to include how to accomplish your group’s solution.   
 
While conducting searches, you and your group MUST visit at least five websites and cite resources in the 
bibliography. Additionally, you and your group should SAVE links to your photographs by copying and 
pasting the links into the presentation (Google Docs / Slides). 
 
You and your group should set up your exhibit as follows: 
 

1) Slide 1: Title page with names of group members. 
2) Slide 2: Summary defining Progressive Era.  Must be 3 -4 complete sentences! 
3) Slide 3: Copy / paste selected image #1 with link information and analysis of image.  The analysis 

MUST follow the four steps from “Picturing Modern America 1880-1920” activity AND MUST 
describe which theme of the Progressive Era the image represents. 

4) Slide 4: Copy / paste selected image #2 with link information and analysis of image.  The analysis 
MUST follow the four steps from “Picturing Modern America 1880-1920” activity AND MUST 
describe which theme of the Progressive Era the image represents. 

5) Slide 5: Copy / paste selected image #3 with link information and analysis of image.  The analysis 
MUST follow the four steps from “Picturing Modern America 1880-1920” activity AND MUST 
describe which theme of the Progressive Era the image represents. 

6) Slide 6: Copy / paste selected image #4 with link information and analysis of image.  The analysis 
MUST follow the four steps from “Picturing Modern America 1880-1920” activity AND MUST 
describe which theme of the Progressive Era the image represents. 

7) Slide 7: Copy / paste selected image #5 with link information and analysis of image.  The analysis 
MUST follow the four steps from “Picturing Modern America 1880-1920” activity AND MUST 
describe which theme of the Progressive Era the image represents. 

8) Slide 8: Outline relevance between your Progressive Era photo exhibit and present-day issue (This is 
similar social, economic, political issue experienced then and now.)  Fully explain issues, link, and 
provide an original proposed solution. Be sure to include how to accomplish your group’s solution. 

9) Slide 9: Bibliography - list all websites visited and include date accessed. 
 
Most importantly, BE CREATIVE and HAVE FUN!  Your group’s presentation must be between 5-7 minutes 
in length.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Progressive Era Photography Project: Novice Research Worksheet 
 
“Picturing Modern America 1880-1920:  WE WILL WALK THROUGH PHOTO #1 AS A CLASS! 
 
Photo #1: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Question about photo #1: _____________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is going on in photo #1: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Analyze what photo #1 represents: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conclusion (What Progressive Era theme does photo #1 depict? Why?): _______________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
“Picturing Modern America 1880-1920: 
 
Photo #2: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Question about photo #2: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is going on in photo #2: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Analyze what photo #2 represents: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conclusion (What Progressive Era theme does photo #2 depict? Why?): _______________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
    
“Picturing Modern America 1880-1920: 
 
Photo #3: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Question about photo #3: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is going on in photo #3: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Analyze what photo #3 represents: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conclusion (What Progressive Era theme does photo #3 depict? Why?): _______________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Progressive Era Photography Project: Exhibit Research Worksheet 
 

Photo #1: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Question about photo #1: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is going on in photo #1: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Analyze what photo #1 represents: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conclusion (What Progressive Era theme does photo #1 depict? Why?): _______________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Photo #2: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Question about photo #1: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is going on in photo #1: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Analyze what photo #1 represents: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conclusion (What Progressive Era theme does photo #1 depict? Why?): _______________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Photo #3: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Question about photo #1: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 
What is going on in photo #1: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Analyze what photo #1 represents: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conclusion (What Progressive Era theme does photo #1 depict? Why?): _______________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Photo #4: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Question about photo #1: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is going on in photo #1: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Analyze what photo #1 represents: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conclusion (What Progressive Era theme does photo #1 depict? Why?): _______________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Photo #5: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



 

 

Question about photo #1: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is going on in photo #1: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Analyze what photo #1 represents: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conclusion (What Progressive Era theme does photo #1 depict? Why?): _______________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Progressive Era Theme/Issue/Present-day Connection #1: 
 
Theme #1: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How relates to Progressive Era issues represented in photo exhibit? (This is all 5 photos together!) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How related today? Why? How solve?): _________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 
Progressive Era Theme/Issue/Present-day Connection #2: 
 
Theme #2: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How relates to Progressive Era issues represented in photo exhibit? (This is all 5 photos together!) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How related today? Why? How solve?): _________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Progressive Era Theme/Issue/Present-day Connection #3: 
 
Theme #3: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How relates to Progressive Era issues represented in photo exhibit? (This is all 5 photos together!) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How related today? Why? How solve?): _________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
CHECKLIST 



 

 

 
1. Photo exhibit includes 5 Progressive Era photographs with completed analysis for each photo. 
2. Photo exhibit reflects 3 Progressive Era themes  
3. Photo exhibit demonstrates Progressive Era reform movement and present-day reform movement. 
4. Photo exhibit provides original solution for present-day issue. 
5. Presentation in Google Slides and meets requirements.  
6. All resources cited properly. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Progressive Era Photography Project Rubric: 
 

EXCELLENT 
25 

GOOD 
20 

FAIR 
15 

POOR 
10 

Project features all 
requirements (Title page, 
PE summary, 5 PE photos 

w/ link and thoughtful, 
fully developed analysis). 

Project features most of 
requirements (Title page, 
PE summary, 5 PE photos 

w/ link and  partially 
developed analysis). 

Project features most of 
requirements (Title page, 
PE summary, 5 PE photos 

w/ link, however lacks 
analysis). 

Project features missing 
key requirements (Title 
page, PE summary, 5 PE 

photos w/ link, analysis). 

Project provides proper 
citation of all resources 

as required. 

Project provides proper 
citation of some 

resources as required. 

Project provides citation 
of some resources 

however fails to do so as 
required. 

Project lacks citation of 
resources as required. 

Project establishes a 
thoughtful, detailed, and 

thorough connection 
between all photos, PE 
theme, and present-day 

issues. 

Project establishes an 
accurate connection 

between all photos and 
PE theme, and present-

day issues but lacks 
detailed and thorough 

connection. 

Project establishes 
accurate connection 

between most photos and 
PE theme but lacks 
present-day issues 

connection. 

Project fails to establish 
connection between 

photos and PE theme, or 
present-day issues. 



 

 

Project demonstrates 
creative, and unique 

perspective of the PE. 

Project demonstrates 
lack of creativity but 

accurate perspective of 
the PE. 

Project demonstrates 
lack of creativity but 

provides perspective of 
the PE with some 
misconceptions. 

Project demonstrates 
lack of creativity and 
perspective of the PE. 

 
 

 
 

Progressive Era Photography Project: PEER EVALUATION 
 

Directions:  You will evaluate each member of your team based on the following criteria as it applies to their 
performance up to the date of each team check-in evaluation.  These evaluations will be averaged and will be 
reflected in your final project grade. 
 
I. Check-in Date: Monday, October 1, 2018 
 

12 pts 8-11 pts 4-7 pts 2 pt 

Student was ALL-IN as 
member of team - 
making valuable 
contributions; 
respectful & open 
during all team 
discussions. 

Student made valuable 
contributions but 
lacked focus 
occasionally. Was 
respectful & open 
during all team 
discussions. 

Student made minimal 
contributions and / or 
lacked focus 
occasionally.  Was not 
open  and / or 
respectful during team 
discussions. 

Student did not make 
contributions, lacked 
focus, and / or failed to 
be open  and / or 
respectful during team 
discussions. 

 
 
II. Check-in Date: Friday, October 5, 2018 
 

13 pts 9-12 pts 5-8 pts 3 pt 

Student was ALL-IN as 
member of team - 
making valuable 
contributions; 
respectful & open 
during all team 
discussions. 

Student made valuable 
contributions but 
lacked focus 
occasionally. Was 
respectful & open 
during all team 
discussions. 

Student made minimal 
contributions and / or 
lacked focus 
occasionally.  Was not 
open  and / or 
respectful during team 
discussions. 

Student did not make 
contributions, lacked 
focus, and / or failed to 
be open  and / or 
respectful during team 
discussions. 

 
 


